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it was largely because the delegation to the Brussels
Conference had no economic or military sanctions
up their sleeves and were too sensitive even to
broach the subject, that the negotiations broke
down almost before they had begun, and Japan
was in no way deterred. Indeed, the fiasco at
Brussels must have been an encouragement to
militarists everywhere, and the only lesson to be
drawn from it was that it represented the complete
and final collapse of arbitration under League
auspices.

For Mr. Eden Brussels was a considerable personal
defeat, and, in addition, during his absence Mr.
Chamberlain was taking stock of the general posi-
tion when an invitation was sent to Viscount Halifax.
by General Goering in his capacity as Chief Hunts-
man of the Reich to attend a big hunting exhibition
in Berlin. Lord Halifax was uncertain whether he
should go, but Mr. Chamberlain decided that here
was the opportunity and now was the time to carry
his policy of direct contact with the Dictators to
its logical conclusion. Italy had just put her signa-
ture to the Anti-Comintern Pact. On the other
hand reports of a recent visit of Ribbentrop to Rome
implied that the Germans were anxious that the
Italians should avoid further grave differences of
opinion between themselves and the democracies.
Germany did not wish unduly to alienate British
goodwill and damage a satisfactory trade balance
with the Empire. United States competition in
South America was making it essential for German
business to develop relations with the British
Commonwealth. American journalists were quick
to seize on rumours that this move implied a serious
divergence of view between the Premier and his
Foreign Secretary, and one diplomatic correspondent
wired New York that Mr. Eden had actually handed